THE     ABBEY    OF    JOY

play musical instruments, the lute, the virginals, the
harp, the German flute with nine holes, the viol, and
the sackbut.   Next came another three hours' repeti-
tion of the morning's lecture, the boy learning to write
handsomely in forming the antique and Roman letters,
riding and jousting, mounting without stirrups, exer-
cising with the battleaxe, the two-handed sword, the
Spanish tuck, the dagger, the poniard, with buckler,
cloak or target; next hunting the hart, the roebuck, the
bear, the fallow deer, the wild boar, the hare, the
pheasant, the partridge, and the bustard ; playing at
the bounding ball with foot or fist, wrestling, jumping,
swimming in deep water on front, on back, with all
the body, with the feet only, with one hand in the
air holding a book like Caesar ;   rowing and sailing,
running up- and down-hill, climbing trees like a cat,
running up the wall of a house, helped by two steel
daggers and two bodkins, to the very top, throwing
the dart and the bar, putting the stone, practising
the javelin, the boar-spear, and the halbard ; pulling
the long bow and the steel crossbow, aiming by the
eye with the hand-gun, reversing and planting the
cannon, shooting to the front, to the flank, and behind ;
climbing with his hands by a cable to the top of a
high tower, hanging by his hands to a pole slung
between two trees, his feet touching nothing, and
swinging to and fro upon the rope as fast as one
could run;   then shouting like all the devils in. hell
to exercise his lungs, besides lifting up two vast cows
of lead and overcoming various champions at the
clutch; after which he and his tutor sang to har-
monious instruments, and engaged upon good dis-
course and pretty tricks until bedtime ; but first at
dead of night going out to see the face of the sky and
look at the comets, if any were, as likewise the figures,

124